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Latvian Classicist Jazeps Vitols spent 38 years (1880-1918) at Russia’s
first music academy. For six of those years, he was a student, but for the
remaining 32 —a teacher: initially a lecturer, later a professor. The docu-
ments that are stored in the St. Petersburg archives — the Central State
Historical Archive (LII'TIA), the Russian State Archive of Literature
and Art (PTAAN), the Russian National Library Manuscript Division
(OP PHB), the St. Petersburg Conservatory Musical Science Library
Manuscript Division (HVIOP HMB CII6I'K) — offer the ability to supple-
ment the portrait of Jazeps Vitols with little known or forgotten facts, to
reveal his rich artistic personality and comment on the complex twists
in his life. There we can find characterisations of Vitols by N. Rimsky-
Korsakov, written in the pages of the student’s personal evaluation in
1884, as well as the dramatic episode from the Petrograd Conservato-
ry Artistic Council meeting minutes from August 14, 1918, and many
other sources. Of particular scientific interest is Jazeps Vitols’ review,
commissioned by N. Rimsky-Korsakov for his magazine Mysvixaavtuiii
cospemennux (Musical Contemporary) regarding Arnold Schonberg’s
Harmonielehre (1911). In addition to the reconstruction of new details
about Vitols” life and the conservatory environment, the publication
also includes a chronicle of events honouring Vitols that took place at
the St. Petersburg/Leningrad Conservatory during Vitols’ life, as well
as after his death, including the public opening ceremony of a memo-
rial plaque in his honour in October 2011.
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